N-benzylpyroglutamyl-L-phenylalanine derivatives as VCAM/VLA-4 antagonists.
A series of N-(N-benzylpyroglutamyl)-4-substituted-L-phenylalanine derivatives was prepared as VLA-4/VCAM antagonists. Analogues substituted by electron deficient benzoylamino groups bearing bulky ortho substituents had low-nM potency in an ELISA assay and low-microM activity in a cell based assay.